Chapter One

The Way of Jesus:

A New Community and a New Life

I

An Unholy Conspiracy Unveiled

Stand up. Walk outside. Take a look around, meet eyes with the people moving past. Not extraordinary people; real people. Businessmen, students, house-wives, doctors and nurses, people with hopes and dreams. Find a stranger. Tug on his sleeve. Swing him around. Look him deep in the eyes, unapologetically, and ask – no, plead – for him to tell you why Jesus came to earth. Most likely he will shudder and run; most of us would. But a brave man would open his mouth and reply. What answer would he give? What is the most common perception of why Jesus Christ came to this earth? It cannot be refuted that He came; He is a historical figure, and the things He said and did send ripples into eternity. Maybe the man will tell you, “Jesus was not sent. He was just a human being like you and me, except He was a good preacher.” Okay. Change the line of questioning: “What did He preach?”

There is a conspiracy wrapped around the entire earth. It is not a conspiracy made of human hands, nor a conspiracy concocted through divine interaction. It is an evil conspiracy, forged by the Evil One, to deceive not only the lost and missing souls who have yet to discover the beauty and wonder of God, but also to deceive the ones who have been called out by God’s own voice. It is arrogant to assume the Evil One does not mess with our heads and our perceptions; indeed, He is active the world-over. His arena is not only temptation (trying to cave us in to lust and greed and gluttony…); he is cleverer than that. He also strikes at our hearts, feeds lying doctrines into our minds, and what comes out is stagnant, brackish faith. The Evil One does everything he can to prevent us from developing intimacy with God.

What is this conspiracy? It is most easily seen out on the street, in the hubbub of life, with people who do not share in Christian life. But it can also easily be seen in our own churches; one man leading a Bible Study once sat down with a group of students eager to witness, and He asked them, “Why did Jesus come?” They stupidly stared at one another, grasping for an answer. The man pondered in his head, painfully, “How good would these kids do sharing their faith when they don’t even know what they believe?” The Evil One tricks us into not knowing where we stand. It is a clever trick and disastrous when the fires come. But the Evil One also attacks more subtly. The story of our Bible Study friend continues.

A few kids started speaking up, answering – or attempting to answer – the man’s question: “Why did Jesus come to earth?” A student piped up, “To forgive us of our sins?” Yes! We chant. This is why! Here is the Evil One again; no, Jesus did not come only to forgive us of our sins. Forgiveness is awesome, don’t think it doesn’t have its place, but forgiveness was a stepping-stone to the real reasons Jesus came, which are… A girl speaks, mellow and hesitantly, “So we can go to Heaven?” Am I to believe that Jesus came and died so that I could just be happy that I would go to Heaven when I die? Am I really, truly just left here on my own to fight for air? Does Jesus have anything to say to me here and now, or is it just about my life after death? We do inherit eternal life in a kingdom of pleasure and paradise, but we are not abandoned now. In fact, the very basics of our eternal home begin the moment we become co-laborers with God, immersed in the Kingdom. Eternal life in Heaven is a beautiful benefit to the real reasons Jesus came, an extension to the real reasons.

What are these real reasons so cleverly hidden from our eyes by the Evil One? The Evil One hides these reasons, fearful we will discover them and live out of them; he poisons our minds with lies or half-truths, telling us some very good things but leaving the best of things out. The “best of things” is the dual reason Christ came to this earth, the reason He was willing to sacrifice His life. Discover these reasons. Think about these reasons. Pray over these reasons. Live from these reasons.

The first reason Jesus came is to create a new religion… Nope. Wrong. Christianity as an official religion did not begin until hundreds of years after Christ’s death and resurrection. The New Testament was written long before Christianity became an official religion. If Jesus’ goal was the creation of a new religious institution, why did it take Him so long to bring it about? In fact, if one were to read through all of the Gospels, he or she would find Jesus absolutely frustrated – and, in some cases, even angered! – by religion. 

Okay, so Jesus didn’t come to create a new religion. Christianity just sort of… happened. Then He came to revolutionize world culture, right? He came to change the way the world works? The religious leaders in Jesus’ day believed this; they kept their eyes to the sky, crossing their fingers, awaiting a Messiah who would overthrow the Roman Empire and set up a Jewish Kingdom stretching all over the earth. Needless to say, when Christ showed up, the religious leaders balled their fists and steam poured from their nostrils. Jesus wasn’t going about with swords and clubs, breaking down the gates of Rome. In fact, He seemed rather oblivious to it all; He treated the Romans as friends, said it was a godly duty to pay your taxes (even to invading nations), and later He admonished Paul to spread the Gospel to all the non-Jews, including the Romans (the book of Romans is one of Paul’s letters to the people in Rome). Jesus did not come to raise political anarchy and downshift world superpowers. That time is coming, when Jesus Christ will do that, but for now, that’s nothing for us to worry about.

The two reasons Jesus came are simple and easy to understand. They are so common sense and so able to be seen in the New Testament (and Old Testament) that one would do well to curse himself and wonder how he could’ve missed it. Don’t forget the unholy conspiracy all around us. 

The first reason Jesus came was to create a new community. Not a new religion, not a new institution. He came to create a new community, a new culture, a community founded in love and acceptance, joy and peace, generosity and care, compassion and mercy, forgiveness and grace.

The second reason Jesus came was to give us real life, a new life. Ever since sin inhabited our lives, the way we live has been corrupted; not only morally, but spiritually as well. When we say Jesus came to give us real life, new life, we are not saying He came to give us a new set of patterns to live by. Not at all. A new way of living on the outside will develop when our insides are tuned right; this can only happen when we are intimate with God. In the Garden of Eden, humans were intimate with God, linked with Him in a walking/talking intimacy. Jesus Christ, by way of forgiving us of our sins, opens up the door to intimacy, and we are able to run into the arms of God. The new life is not a new set of rules or regulations to abide by, but a life where we are intimate with God day-in-and-day-out, in the here-and-now, in the mundane and run-of-the-mill. Intimacy with God is the key, and Jesus was willing to die so we could experience it.

The girl in the Bible Study said, “Jesus came so we could go to Heaven.” What she did not understand is that Heaven is an extension of the real reasons Christ came. In Heaven we will experience genuine community as Christ calls us to, and we will experience it in a new heavens and new earth. We will also be able to live in a walking/talking intimacy with Christ the Creator. Heaven will be beautiful and wonderful with its waterfalls and canyons and stars, not to mention all the great food, great fun, and great people; but intimacy with God is the kicker. Imagine walking next to Jesus Christ along a shore in the newly-created heavens and earth, talking about life, smelling the ocean, hearing the gulls. This is what makes me smile. I want Christ to hold me, kiss my forehead, tell me everything will be okay. Intimacy with God; it’s key.

